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CHAPTER 30

The Barristers Act
1. In this Act, "Society" means The Law Society of Upper Int.erpreCanada. RS.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 1.
tatlOn

2. The benchers of the Society may make such rules, regu- Benchers
•
may make
latIOns or by-laws as to them seem necessary and proper rUle~ a~ to
touc h ·mg t he caII or a d"
mission 0 f any persons, b'
emg B"
ntIs h admissIOn
barristers of
subjects, to practise at the bar of Her Majesty's courts in
Ontario and such persons and no others are entitled to practise
within the said courts. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 2
3.-(1) Any person who has been duly admitted and ~fds~lf;lfonrs
enrolled as a solicitor of the Supreme Court and who has been a~t barristers
in actual practice for ten years or more before filing his ~ene~~ars
application for call is entitled to be called to the bar without practICe
any examination and may be admitted to practise at the bar
of Her Majesty's courts in Ontario.

(2) Any person who has been duly admitted and enrolled ~~~ie~~er
as a solicitor of the Supreme Court and who has been in actual practice
practice for five or more years but less than ten years before
filing his application for call is entitled to be called to the
bar on passing such examination as is prescribed by the
Society for such cases and may be admitted to practise at the
bar of Her Majesty's courts in Ontario.
(3) For the purpose of this section, a solicitor holding an Soli~itors
office in the Supreme Court to which he was appointed by the ~gl~~ni~
Crown shall be deemed to have been in actual practice within ~'t,~~~me
the meaning of this Act while holding such office.
(4) Notice of the intention of a candidate to apply for Noti.ce of
• section
• •IS su ffi clent
.
'
f'
...
appllcation
ca 11 un d er t 1liS
I wntten notice IS given
to the Secretary of the Society as in the case of a studentat-law for call, and the notice of presentation to convocation
shall be signed by a barrister practising in the county or district in which the candidate resides, and shall certify that
the candidate is, in his opinion, a fit and proper person to be
called to the bar.
(5) Every such solicitor, before being called to the bar, Fees
shall pay such fees only as are paid on called to the bar in
ordinary cases. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 3.
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Call of
Minister of
Justice or
Solicitor
General

4. A person who is or has been Minister of Justice of
Canada or Solicitor General of Canada is entitled to be
called to the bar of Ontario without complying with any of
the rules of the Society as to admission, examinations, payment of fees or otherwise, and is thereupon entitled to practise
at the bar of Her Majesty's courts in Ontario. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 31, s. 4.

Who may
act as
barristers

5.-(1) Unless called and admitted to practise at the
bar of Her Majesty's courts in Ontario, no person shall act
as a barrister in any court of civil or criminal jurisdiction
or before any justice of the peace, or hold himself out or
represent himself to be entitled to practise at the bar of Her
Majesty's courts in Ontario.

Offence

(2) Every person who contravenes subsection 1 is guilty of
an offence and is liable to a fine of not more than $100 for a
first offence and not more than $200 for a subsequent offence.

Recovery
of flnes
R.S.O. 1960,

(3) The fines imposed by this section may be recovered
in the manner provided by The Summary Convictions Act or
upon application by the Society to a judge of the Supreme
Court by originating notice.

Where
proceedings
taken under
subs. 3

(4) Where proceedings by ongInating notice are taken
under subsection 3, the rules of practice of the Supreme Court
apply.

Order of
judge

(5) The judge, upon finding that a person has contravened subsection 1, may, in addition to ordering payment of
the fine, make an order enjoining him from practising or
holding himself out as being entitled to practise at the bar of
Her Majesty's courts in Ontario.

Enforcement
of order

(6) An order made under this section may be enforced in
the same manner as any other order or judgment of the
Supreme Court and may be varied or discharged upon application by originating notice.

Application
of section

(7) This section shall be read and construed subject to
any statute that authorizes the appearance of a person other
than a barrister in court.

Disposition
of flnes

(8) The fines recovered under this section shall be paid
to the Treasurer of Ontario. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 5.

~rQ~I~et;:;sent

6. The Lieutenant Governor may, by letters patent under
the Great Seal, appoint from the members of the bar of
Ontario such persons as he deems proper to be, during

c.387

Counsel
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pleasure, provincial officers under the name of "Her Majesty's
counsel learned in the law" for Ontario. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31,

s. 6.
7. The disbarment of a barrister who holds an appoint- Disbarment
· 's counse I Iearned'10 t he 1aWappointment
revokes Q.C.
ment as one 0 f H er M a]esty
has the effect of revoking such appointment. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 31, s. 7.
8.-(1) The following members of the bar of Ontario have Orderdof
. t h e courts 0 f 0 ntano
. .10 teo
h f 11'
prece
preced ence 10
ow1Og ord er: at
the ence
bar
1. The Minister of Justice of Canada.
2. The Attorney General for Ontario.
3. The members of the bar who have filled the office of
Minister of Justice of Canada or Attorney General
for Ontario, according to seniority of appointment.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 8.
(2) The Lieutenant Governor, by letters patent under the patendts
of
prece ence
Great Seal, may grant to any member of the bar a patent of
precedence in the courts of Ontario. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31,
s.9.
(3) Queen's counsel for Ontario have precedence in the~f~~~:~~e
courts according to seniority of appointment unless otherwise Counsel
provided in the letters patent. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 10.
(4) The remaining members of the bar, as among them- Precedence
other of
· t h e courts 10
. t h e ord er 0 f t h'
se1ves, h ave preced ence 10
elr of
members
call to the bar. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 11.
the bar
(5) Nothing in this Act affects or alters any rights of pre- Crown
.
Counsel
cedence that appertam to any member of the bar when
acting as counsel for Her Majesty, or for any attorney
general of Her Majesty, in any matter depending in the name
of Her Majesty or of the attorney general before the courts,
but such right and precedence remain as if this Act had
not been passed. R.S.O. 1950, c. 31, s. 12.

